Light bulb
promotion
a success

With just a week of the
LineTrust South Canterbury
backed energy efficient Ecobulb

Rick Ramsay is predicting all
65,000 of the light bulbs will be
sold.

Using the bulbs in high use
areas is expected to save consum-
ers at least $100 in energy costs
per year.

He said around 45,000 of the

ially made bulbs brought
into the country had already sold,
most in the first two weeks of the
promation.

“It was a bit quiet in the third
week but talking to the store own-
ers they say thar is quire normal
during a promotion.

“Now we expect a run on them
in the final week as people uy
and get in before the promotion

“We did a survey ringing those
people who had not purchased
their light bulbs just to see why
and whether they were going to.

“A lot told us they intended to
and just hadnt got around 10 it
yet and others had put their cou-

aside meaning to use it later
and had lost them.”

Mr Ramsay said thev expected
all the bulbs 1o be sold by the end
of the promotion on November 30,
but if there were some left over
they had yet to decide whar to do
with them.

The LineTrust along with
Christchurch based Energy Mad
launched the Efficient Light
Project in South Canterbury on
October 30, as a tial tw see
whether it would work across the
whole country.

Energy Mad director Tom
Mackenzie said just getting 13,000
of South Canterburv’'s 21,000
homes to cach replace five high
use bulbs with the Ecobulb would
save 4dmw of peak power, 8 per
cent of that used in Timaru alone

Nationally, if 55 per cent of

homes replaced the five most
commonly used bulbs in their
homes with Ecobulbs, the saving
in peak load electricity would be
270mw, about hali of what Merid-
ian Energy’s Project Aqua propos-
al would have produced.

Mr Ramsey said Energy Mad
expected to have its survey on
energy savings in South Canter-
bury homes complete in early
December.

He said the other data collect-
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ed during the South Canterbury
trial on distribution methods and
pickup by consumers to discern
the best way of rolling it out
natonally.

In South Canterbury the bulbs
are avallable through Foodstuff
stores “Pak'n'Save, Four Square
and New World.

Mr Ramsay said that made it
possible for the bulbs to be avail-
able throughout the whole district
rather than just concentrated in
the urban areas.

Ile said people who were wait-
ing for exaisting light bulbs to blow
before replacing them with
Ecobulbs were probably working |
in a false economy and it was far
better to take out the existing
bulbs and use them in a low use
areas when needed.
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